
ADULT:  

Arbitrary Lines: How Zoning Broke the American City and How to Fix It by 
M. Nolan Gray 
What if scrapping one flawed policy could bring US cities closer to addressing 
debilitating housing shortages, stunted growth and innovation, persistent racial 
and economic segregation, and car-dependent development? 
  
It’s time for America to move beyond zoning, argues city planner M. Nolan 
Gray in Arbitrary Lines: How Zoning Broke the American City and How to Fix It. 
With lively explanations and stories, Gray shows why zoning abolition is a 
necessary—if not sufficient—condition for building more affordable, vibrant, 
equitable, and sustainable cities. 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond 
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE • 
NAMED ONE OF TIME’S TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE 
DECADE • One of the most acclaimed books of our time, this modern classic 
“has set a new standard for reporting on poverty” (Barbara Ehrenreich, The 
New York Times Book Review). 

In Evicted, Princeton sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond 
follows eight families in Milwaukee as they each struggle to keep a roof over 
their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and 

unsettling” (New York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and 
economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving one of twenty-first-century America’s 
most devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality 
of home, without which nothing else is  

The Big House: A Century in the Life of an American Summer Home by 
George Howe Colt  
Faced with the sale of the century-old family summer house on Cape Cod 
where he had spent forty-two summers, George Howe Colt recounts returning 
for one last stay with his wife and children in this stunning memoir that was a 
National Book Award Finalist and a New York Times Notable Book of the Year. 

This poignant tribute to the eleven-bedroom jumble of gables, bays, and 
dormers that watched over weddings, divorces, deaths, anniversaries, 
birthdays, breakdowns, and love affairs for five generations interweaves Colt’s 
final visit with memories of a lifetime of summers. Run-down yet romantic, The 

Big House stands not only as a cherished reminder of summer’s ephemeral pleasures but also 
as a powerful symbol of a vanishing way of life.

https://islandpress.org/books/arbitrary-lines
https://evictedbook.com/
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Big-House/George-Howe-Colt/9780743249645


YOUNG ADULT: 

Gather by Kenneth M. Cadow  
A resourceful teenager in rural Vermont struggles to hold on to the family home 
while his mom recovers from addiction in this striking debut novel and 2023 National 
Book Award finalist. Ian Gray isn’t supposed to have a dog, but a lot of things that 
shouldn’t happen end up happening anyway. And Gather, Ian’s adopted pup, is 
good company now that Ian has to quit the basketball team, find a job, and take 
care of his mom as she tries to overcome her opioid addiction. Despite the 
obstacles thrown their way, Ian is determined to keep his family afloat no matter 
what it takes. And for a little while, things are looking up: Ian makes friends, and his 

fondness for the outdoors and for fixing things lands him work helping neighbors. But 
an unforeseen tragedy results in Ian and his dog taking off on the run, trying to evade a future that 
would mean leaving their house and their land. Even if the community comes together to help him, 
would Ian and Gather have a home to return to? 

MIDDLE GRADE: 

Shelter by Christie Matheson  
A heart-wrenching middle grade debut that considers homelessness from one girl’s 
perspective and explores deep truths about the resounding impact of empathy. 
Perfect for fans of One for the Murphys and Paper Things. Fifth grade can be tough 
for anyone. There are cliques and mean kids and homework and surprise math 
tests. But after tragedy strikes her family, almost-eleven-year-old Maya has a 
painful secret that makes many days feel nearly impossible. And today might be 
Maya’s toughest yet. Her family is on edge, she needs to travel alone across the 
city, a bully is out to get her, and Maya has to face this winter’s biggest rainstorm 

without a coat or an umbrella. But even on the rainiest days, there’s hope that the sun will come 
out soon. Emotional and compassionate, Shelter looks at homelessness through one girl’s eyes 
and explores the power of empathy, friendship, and love. 

PICTURE BOOKS: 

Home by Tanya Lippert, PhD LCSW 
In the brown house, Claire and Wes were home. But home turned to nowhere and 
nowhere turned to anywhere. Then somewhere finally came, and finally, always. 
This lyrical story is timely and thoughtful, depicting the life of two children thrust 
into homelessness and uncertain housing situations as they move out of their 
house, to a motel, to a shelter, and finally another more permanent home. 
Throughout, the duo is challenged by uncomfortable new places and inquiries from 
strangers, but ultimately, never lose their optimism or determination. They have 

each other, no matter at home, nowhere, anywhere, or somewhere—always. 

When You Are Brave  by Pat Z. Miller 
An inspiring picture book affirmation about having courage even in difficult times, 
because some days, when everything around you seems scary, you have to be 
brave. 

Saying goodbye to neighbors. Worrying about new friends. Passing through a big 
city. Seeing a dark road ahead. In these moments, a young girl feels small and 

quiet and alone. But when she breathes deeply and looks inside herself, a hidden spark of courage 
appears, one she can nurture and grow until she glows inside and out. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/737557/gather-by-kenneth-m-cadow/
https://bookroo.com/books/shelter
https://www.apa.org/pubs/magination/home
https://www.patzietlowmiller.com/my-books/when-you-are-brave

